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We have some exciting 
changes coming to our 
small group Bible studies 
this fall.  The first change 
is that the groups will no 
longer be called Care 
Groups.  They will be 
called Life Groups 
because that best 
describes what they are 
all about.   Life Groups are 
just like their name 
implies- about Life.  They 
are about sharing, doing 
and exploring the 
Christian life together.  
They are groups of real 
people (like you and me) 
who have real questions, 
who are not perfect and 
who want to develop 
deeper friendships with 
each other and a deeper 
friendship with God.  
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�Sept. 12th is national “Back to Church Sunday.”  Fir Road is going to 
participate in this special Sunday and encourage everyone to invite 
someone to come with them to church.  Of course, you can invite 
someone to come with you any time, but Sept. 12th will be an extra 
special day to invite someone. Did you realize that out of 320 million 
people in this country, less than 20% attend church regularly?  
However, according to Lifeway Research, 82% of those who don’t 
attend church said they would likely go to church if someone invited 
them. Wow!  People stop attending church for many different 
reasons, but whatever the reason, after a while it becomes a habit.  
Let’s do our part to help people get back into church.  Who are you 
going to invite? More details to come. 

 “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
let us encourage one another- and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.” Hebrews 10:25 

Another change is that the 
groups will be sermon 
based.  This means that 
the group will go deeper 
by using the Sunday 
sermon.  All you have to 
do is listen to the sermon 
and then spend some time 
on the questions in the 
Life Group Homework, 
which will be found in the 
bulletin, or you can 
download it on-line.   

Each Life Group session 
will run for 10 weeks with 
a couple weeks off in 
between.  The first 
session will start in early 
September. There are 
three sessions a year and 
then we will take the 
summer off. 

On Aug. 15th and 22nd our 

sermons will be called 
“Let’s Do Life Together” 
(parts 1 & 2).   The 22nd 
will be our special Life 
Group sign-up Sunday. 

I want to encourage 
everyone to be a part of a 
Life Group this year.  I 
believe that some 
incredible things can 
happen through these 
groups.   
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“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to 
me and drink.” John 7:37 
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 Did you know we have a great church library?  A lot of work has gone into making our library very practical and useful.  
It isn’t just full of out of date books that aren’t very useful anymore.  Overall, it has over 1000 books in it.  The titles 
include both Christian Fiction and non-Fiction.  There are devotionals, books on prayer, spiritual growth and many other 
areas that will help you in your faith.  Fictional books include things such as mysteries and romance.  There is also a 
video section, a youth section, and a children’s section.  Magazines are available as well. 

If you have ideas for books that you would like to see in the library, you can contact Denise Kramme.  

Check out the library this Sunday! 
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Our senior high students had a great week at CIY. We studied 1&2 Timothy throughout the week. Paul wrote these letters to 
Timothy while in prison not knowing how much time he had left here. As Paul was passing the baton on to Timothy he spoke to 
him about Grace, Truth, Godliness, Influence and Endurance. These were the daily themes our students learned about at CIY. 
Below is a scripture that I think stood out to our students.  
 
1 Timothy 4:12  
“Do not let anyone look down on you because you are  young, but set an example for the believers in spe ech, in life, in 
love in faith and in purity.” 
 
We are saved by grace . Paul talks about being the worst of the worst for how he persecuted the church and yet God responded 
to him with love and grace and mercy. God loves all people and sent Jesus to die for our sins. Paul’s testimony reminds us that 
no matter how badly we think we have messed up, God’s grace is sufficient.  
 
We need to stand up for the truth . We live in a culture where people want to water down God’s word and the Gospel. Paul 
warned Timothy to beware of false teachers and to be bold and stand up for the truth. What a challenge that is to each of us. Let 
us never forget that, “Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through him.” 
 
We must train for godliness . The emphasis on this day was to not try to be godly but to train to be godly. For a team to be good 
they have to train. For us as Christians to become the godly examples our Lord wants us to be it will require training. It does not 
just happen. Bible study, Prayer, Church, Serving, Training partner, and finding a Mentor were some of the training tools we 
discussed this week and need to continue to use as we return back to our community.  
 
Influence . Other people are watching us if we like it or not. Younger kids are watching and learning. Adults are watching and 
learning. We are ambassadors for Christ. We are the light of the world. We are the salt of the earth. We are called to be different 
to be set apart. At school, at home, at work, on the ball field, on Facebook.  
 
We must endure . Paul encouraged Timothy to not give up. To endure the hardships and persecution that would continue to 
come his way. The last night at CIY Robin Sigars spoke about endurance. He told us we are going to get knocked down. Get 
back up! He talked about Walter Payton getting knocked down every 4.3 yards he carried the ball but he would get back up. We 
are going to get knocked down. We live in a fallen world and if your life is impacting the kingdom you are going to have a big X 
on your back. When we get knocked down, Get back up! 
 
2 Timothy 4:7  
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,  will award to me on that day- and not only to me b ut to all who 
have longed for his appearing.”  
 
Kelly 
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•  We will no longer be listing everyone’s birthdays  on the calendar.  It’s just too easy to miss people.  A list of the 
birthdays that we do have is available in the church office each month. 

• We could use some painting  help in areas where dry wall repair was done. 

• We will be participating in the community school supply drive .  You can help in several ways. You can give a 
donation that will go to purchase school supplies or for gift certificates for the children to receive a new pair of shoes.  
You could also get a school supply list, purchase some items and bring them to the church.  They will also need help 
putting the supplies together and passing them out.  The actual event will take place at the Carl Junction community 
center on August 14th at 6:00pm.  Sunday, August 8th is the last day that we will be taking donations.  There is a 
collection basket at the welcome center at the church. 

•Ladies are invited to join us for a fun filled night of activities.  It will include a scavenger hunt  around Carl Junction, 
a prayer walk around our schools for our children and grand-children for the upcoming school year, and ending with 
fellowship over root beer floats at the church. It’s a night you won’t want to miss.  It all takes place on Thursday 
August 12th at 6:30pm. 
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Nick was baptized at Fir Road Christian Church in 1993 
and has been serving FRCC in various capacities ever 
since. Nick met his wife Barbara while serving as 
worship leader for the college age bible study in 2001. He 
is the proud father of three great kids Samantha(6), 
Lucas(4) and Lily(1). Nick is a diehard Cardinals and 
Chiefs fan and loves all sports. He has a passion for 
reaching the lost and for seeing lives transformed by 
Jesus. He also enjoys serving in the worship band and 
leading worship. His favorite verse is Hebrews 12:2-3 
"Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. Consider Him who endured such 
opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart." 
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To Dan Toney and the congregation of Fir Road Christian Church, 
 My family and I would just like to express how grateful we are for your loving prayers and support.  
You have truly blessed my family by radiating the love of Christ!  Thanks again for reaching out to us! 
         Love, 
            The Massey’s 
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One of the overseas missions FRCC supports is the w ork of Gregory and Rondy Ohrenberg - in Vanuatu, South Pacific -
 through Pioneer Bible Translators (PBT).  Rondy pr eviously attended FRCC and assisted with the childr en's 
ministry while attending Ozark Christian College.   
  
PBT's mission:   Pioneer Bible Translators exists to disciple the Bi ble-less, mobilizing God’s people to provide enduri ng 
access to God’s Word.   PBT's vision:  Transformed lives through God’s Word in every langu age.  
  
Project update from Gregory and Rondy:  
We have been preparing for the Sa Mark Revision Workshop to be held August 9-14. You may recall that in January we visited 
with men who have already begun translating the New Testament into their dialect of the Sa language.  They have completed the 
Gospel of Mark, but it has not yet been published. This workshop will bring together representatives from the various dialects (and 
denominations) of South Pentecost to revise the Gospel of Mark. The goal is to produce a Gospel that will clearly communicate to 
all Sa speakers, not only those of the translators' villages.  It is hard for us to explain how difficult this attempt at revision and 
standardization will be. English speakers have a centuries-old tradition of reading and writing.  We can pick up a book written by a 
Kenyan or a newspaper from Australia and we easily understand what we read. We project our dialect onto the printed matter, 
and when we read, we "hear" it in our own dialect. And when we read aloud, it sounds as if the writer came from Kentucky or 
Kansas, instead of Kenya or Australia. Nothing much has yet been printed in the Sa language. There is not even a dictionary. 
There is not yet a "standard" for writing and everyone expects to write just like they speak. Thus, if something is written that is not 
written just like they speak, they feel it is not their language. And nobody wants to give up their language! Working together to 
come to a consensus on changes to Mark's Gospel will be quite a challenge. 
  
Gregory and Rondy's prayer requests:  
-Pray for unity and cooperation among the participants in the Sa Mark Revision Workshop to be held August 9-14.   
-Thank the Lord for the rights and freedoms enjoyed by ni-Vanuatu, including freedom to worship Him.   
-Ask the Father to give us wisdom and perseverance as we deal with our housing situation, in addition to language learning, 
administration, and other responsibilities as the only PBTers in Vanuatu.  
-Pray that a suitable house will be available soon. 
-Praise God that our supplies were delivered to the village! 
-Continue to pray for capable, consistent help with language learning. 
  
  
What We Are Trying To Do As A Church  
Currently, Fir Road is trying to gather a few items  to send in an encouragement package for Gregory an d Rondy.  We 
would like your help!!!!  The following is a list o f items we are hoping the FRCC family would be able  to donate:  
 -Sweet Baby Ray's and/or A&W BBQ sauce (plastic bott le) 
 -Flavored decaf coffee (any flavor) - small individu al or "sample" packs as they stay fresh longer and are easier to carry 
around.  
 -Slim Jim type meat sticks or packages of pepperoni - small individually wrapped servings because of no  refrigeration 
and easier to carry when traveling.  
 -A couple disposable cameras that can be used underw ater.  
 -Personal notes/letters to Gregory and Rondy!  
  
**If you are able to provide any of these items, pl ease bring them by the church office.  

   
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTACT GREGORY AND RONDY DIRE CTLY, 

              For personal correspondence:  For gifts:  
               Gregory & Rondy Ohrenberg  Pioneer Bible Translators 

  PO Box 275    Kansas, OK 74347 
                Luganville, Santo 
                VANUATU, SOUTH PACIFIC  If you have any questions, please call Lauri at  
                 phone: 011-678-5606452   (918) 597-2192 ext. 222. 
                 email: rondalyn@justemail.net  Checks should be made payable to: 
      Pioneer Bible Translators 
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National Missionary  
Convention 

Nov. 18-21 

“Harvest of Hope” 

Lexington, Kentucky 

We are hoping to take a van load 
of people out to the convention 
this year.  Talk to Dan if you’re 

interested in going. 

 

You can read all about the 
convention at 

www.nationalmissionaryconvention.org 

�������,����������/// �

�

��

   

Recent Baptisms  
Jace Opel - We are happy to announce that Jace Opel was baptized in 
July.  Jace is the youngest of the Opel kids and will be going into 4th grade 
this year.  Jace is full of life and keeps his brothers and sisters on their 
toes.  If you are looking for Jace you can often find him in a pool because 
he loves to swim.  Welcome to the family Jace. 
 
Mark McClain - Mark was baptized on Father’s Day.  He is the nephew of 
Jim and Sheri Ross.  If you haven’t got to know Mark yet, seek him out 
and say hi.  He has a neat story to tell. 
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6245 County Road 303 
Carl Junction, MO 64834 

  
 

PHONE: 
417-782-3058 

 
FAX: 

417-782-2362 
 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES: 
 
Dan Toney: Senior Minister 
dantoney@firroadcc.org 
 
Kelly Ross:  Youth Minister 
kross@firroadcc.org 
 
Greg Churchwell: Worship 
Minister 
gregchurchwell@firroadcc.org 
 
Nick Terry: Children’s Ministry 
Intern nickterry@firroadcc.org 
 
Linda Donham: Church 
Secretary 
lindadonham@firroadcc.org 
 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.firroadcc.org 

  

  

Recent Transf ers  
Carrie DeGraff-  We are excited to have Carrie transfer her members hip to Fir Road.  
Carrie has become a familiar face around here.  Mak e sure to welcome her to our 
family. 
 
The Toney Family - Dan, Holly, Caleb, and Olivia made it official th at Fir Road is their 
church home by transferring their membership.  The Toneys would like to thank 
everyone for welcoming them and making them feel sp ecial during their transition. 
 
  

 


