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• Thoughts from 
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As We’ve Talked about, on Sept. 12 th we will be celebrating “Back To 
Church Sunday” and we are encouraging you to invite people to come 
to Fir Road that Sunday.  Many people have some background in “the 
church”, but have walked away for one reason or another.  An 
invitation may be all it takes to get somebody to come back to church 
again.  Encourage those you invite to come early that day for 
doughnuts, coffee and juice, and we will have a free gift for guests as 
well.  We have invitation cards at the welcome center to hand out to 
people when you invite them.  This day will only be as successful as 
pwe make it.  Let’s create some excitement at Fir Road! 
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  Dan Toney 
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“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to 
me and drink.” John 7:37 

 
Fir Road Christian 

Church 
With One 
Heart… 

Glorifying God 
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Sept. 5- What does a “Friendly” Church Look like? 

Sept. 12 Back to Church Sunday “Why I Like This Church” 

THE COUNTDOWN 
We will dig back into the book of John as the countdown to the cross begins. 

 
Sept. 19: John 12- “A Little Bit of Honor” 

Sept. 26: John 13- “You Want Me To Do What?” 
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 Design or Default?  
Forrest Gump said, “Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know what you’re going to get.”  I agree that life 
sometimes throws us curve balls that are beyond our control.  However, a lot of the time what we get depends on 
the choices that we make.  
 
We had a Sr. High retreat the first week-end in August. I led the group in a workshop based on information in book 
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. I asked them, do you want your life to be by design or default? A builder has 
a design and blue prints before he ever starts building. We need to have a design for our lives. Our relationship with 
Jesus Christ should be at the center of that design.  
 
Many people do not have a design for their life and that empowers other people, circumstances and poor choices to 
dictate their life by default. Every choice we make has consequences.  It is important for teenagers to know this 
because the choices made in the earlier years will follow them into adulthood.  
 
We often get caught in the activity trap. We get busier and busier. We work harder and harder climbing the ladder 
only to later realize it was leaning against the wrong wall.  
 
I encouraged the students to write a personal mission statement that incorporates their goals and their values. I 
would encourage everyone to do this if you haven’t already.  
 
We then need to have self-awareness and be thinking about if the choices I am making are congruent with my 
mission statement and the things I value in life? Am I living my life in harmony with my values? Do I begin each day 
with my mission statement in mind?  
 
We also talked about having a friend that you trust and then sharing with them your mission statement. This friend 
should be someone that will hold you accountable and be honest with you in regards to how they see you doing. 
This friend should be someone that will tell you what you need to hear not just what you want to hear.  
 
Forest Gump said, “You never know what you’re going to get”. When it is all said and done, what we will ultimately 
get will depend on if we made the choice to make Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  
 
Philippians 3:14. “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for wh ich God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus.”  
 
Kelly Ross 
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�What can I say about VBS? You had to be there. We had an amazing group of kids, and an even more amazing encounter with 
God.  This year’s theme, as you can see, was A Galactic Adventure with God. We encouraged the kids to “shine like stars in the 
universe” as it says in the book of Philippians.  Our kids were challenged to let Jesus be their good shepherd and use their gifts 
to serve the Lord.  
We had a great group of adult helpers who made VBS possible this year by facilitating our games, snacks, crafts, and by 
volunteering to be group leaders. With the help of the kids who attended VBS this year, we were able to raise over five hundred 
dollars to send to “Home of God’s Love”, an orphanage in Taiwan. The kids truly showed how, although they may be small, they 
could “shine like stars in the universe.” 
 
It is definitely a bittersweet time for all of us involved in the children’s ministry department. Summer is over, and I would like to 
take a moment to highlight some of our events.  
 
We had kids involved in 4 different sessions of camp this summer, including Kindergarten day camp, First Chance Camp, 
Middler Camp, and Junior Camp. Maranatha Bible Camp is an awesome facility and we are truly blessed to have a chance to 
take our young people to such a fantastic and Christ centered camp.  A special thank-you goes out to all of the adults who took 
time to volunteer to spend some time with these great kids.  
 
Our Summer Nights of Fun were a great success and a fantastic way for the kids to get to know each other. We spent time 
playing group initiative games, having swimming parties, playing board games, and just growing closer as a group.  
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We have an exciting year ahead of us. We are looking at really ramping up the Children’s Ministry program and getting 
parents, grandparents, and other family members involved.  The month of September is going to be mostly a chance to 
catch our breath from the summer and get our Sunday Night class and Wednesday Night class kicked off right. We are 
hoping to have events planned in the coming months that will not only get the kids involved, but also be family-style 
outings. We are planning to take a group to Gentry, Arkansas to the petting zoo.  We strongly encourage parents, 
siblings and family members to attend if possible. We would really like to see our ministry strengthen the families that 
we are ministering to and we can do that by spending time together as families.  
Also in September, we are going to start a Children’s Ministry Council to better organize and plan our events, outings 
and even lessons for Children’s Ministry.  This will be composed of anyone who would like to come, but ideally all 
teachers, sponsors, and leaders would be on this team. Students are welcome to attend, in order to give some 
feedback. I will be contacting you to see if you are interested and when would be the best time to have this meeting. 
Feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or ideas.  

Thanks, 
Nick 

Go To Our Website for a video recap of VBS 
www.firroadcc.org 
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With school starting our young high school graduates are heading off to secular colleges all over the 
country. This is a dangerous time for our young people as they spread their wings without parental oversight 
for the first time. Many parents must feel uncomfortable sending their not-quite-mature students off on their 
own. We hear so many stories about kids who have gotten in serious trouble in one form or another once 
they go off to college. One of the worst things is the danger of losing their faith due to the influence of left-
leaning professors. 

How do we keep our children safe in this environment? Of course, it starts with a good solid base of faith, 
ethics, and morality having been taught at home for the past eighteen years. However, the next hedge 
around our students can be a good strong Christian campus ministry to give them a circle of friends who are 
also trying to stay strong in the faith, as well as a group of advisors who will encourage and counsel them 
when they seem to be veering off course. This is the purpose of Koinonia at Missouri Southern. 

Fir Road is committed to supporting this ministry, not only to support and encourage our own kids who 
attend MSSU, but also as a tool to evangelize students coming to MSSU without a strong faith base. Many 
of you are familiar with our providing a lunch on campus once or twice a year for Koinonia. You have 
probably also seen them listed when we approve our annual budget as a ministry to which we provide a 
small monthly gift. This money helps provide programs to reach MSSU students with Bible studies, monthly 
meetings of encouragement, and salaries for the campus ministers so they can be there for our kids. 

If you have any doubt that Koinonia is a vital and useful tool for saving souls, just talk to some of the 
students who have been actively involved in this ministry. Our own Bob Collier has served on their board for 
a number of years, and he can confirm the important work of this ministry. 
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Emergency Response Team 
 Fir Road Christian Church is in the process of forming an Emergency Response Team.  Would you be 
interested in volunteering on one of the Emergency Response Teams?  (Disaster, Security, or Medical)  
Also, should a medical need arise at anytime or particular event here at the church, would you be willing to 
provide assistance?   We are also compiling a list of foreign languages that people from our congregation 
speak. If you are interested in helping in any way you can contact Julie Gordon at 438-7760. 
  

Tough Questions/ Hot Topics  

Beginning in October, on the last Sunday of each month, we will give you guys a chance to help pick 
out our Sunday message.  Is there a question you have from the Bible that you would like 

addressed?  Is there a topic that you would like us to touch on?  There will be a box at the welcome 
center for suggestions.  We can’t promise that we will hit all the topics, but we will do our best to 

touch on some of the areas that are of interest to you. 
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National Missionary  
Convention 

Nov. 18-21 

“Harvest of Hope” 

Lexington, Kentucky 

We are hoping to take a van load of 
people out to the convention this year.  

Talk to Dan if you’re interested in going. 

You can read all about the convention at 
www.nationalmissionaryconvention.org 
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6245 County Road 303 
Carl Junction, MO 64834 

  
 

PHONE: 
417-782-3058 

 
FAX: 

417-782-2362 
 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES: 
 
Dan Toney: Senior Minister 
dantoney@firroadcc.org 
 
Kelly Ross:  Youth Minister 
kross@firroadcc.org 
 
Greg Churchwell: Worship 
Minister 
gregchurchwell@firroadcc.org 
 
Nick Terry: Children’s Ministry 
Intern nickterry@firroadcc.org 
 
Linda Donham: Church 
Secretary 
lindadonham@firroadcc.org 
 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.firroadcc.org 

  

  

Calling All Women:  
We are planning to take a group  to the Maranatha Ladies Retreat, which is Sept. 10-11.  The 
workshops being offered sound very helpful.  The guest speaker is Love Lockman. Check out the flyer 
posted on the bulletin board near the kitchen for more info.  If you would like to come for some or all 
of the retreat, please fill out a registration form, which is available at the welcome center.  These need 
to be turned in by Aug. 30.  The cost is $25.  If the cost is prohibitive please let me know as some 
scholarships have been offered to help more of us be able to go.   We hope no one misses out on the 
fun! 

 

 

Thank You: 
Dear Fir Road Christian Church, 
Thank you so muck for the money towards our journey to Kosova! We 
appreciate it so much. We love you all!  

God Bless,  
Richard, Tiffany and Kyler Jett 

  

Calling All Men 
“Stepping Up To The Plate: A night of Inspiration.” 

 We will head over together in the church van on Monday Aug. 30th to 
Crossroads Christian Church near Baxter Springs, Kansas.  There is a 
free barbeque dinner at 6:00pm and then worship and testimonies at 
7:00pm.  Testimonies will be given by former major league ball players 
Brian Holman and Mitch Webster.  We will meet at our church at 5:30.  
It should be a great night.   
  
Also men, mark your calendars guys for a Men’s breakfast and skeet 
shoot on Oct. 2nd at Tom Nutt’s.  More details to come. 


